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What is the Gospel, and how has it affected your life?

The Gospel is God’s message of salvation to man. It is the only good news in an otherwise hopeless world, the foundation upon which the Christian faith is built and the truth and hope I cling to as I am convicted of my iniquities.

God is holy: pure, perfect and set apart from all things. His standard is absolute perfection, and through both our own sins and the sin of Adam, we fall far short of the mark He set for us. As His creation, we were made for His glory and purpose, yet it is in our nature to believe that we are self-sufficient, to rebel against God and act as His enemies. In fact, before we come to Christ, we are bound to our sins and are unable to act righteously in any way. As such, we are condemned to eternal separation from Him in anguish and suffering.

God, being a just God, cannot stand to allow the sins of man to go unpunished. Thankfully, while we were still sinners, God already had a plan from the beginning to rescue us from this body of death. He sent Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, to reconcile us with Himself. The Lamb of God had come to take away the sins of the world.

Jesus, fully God and fully man, had lived a life without sin, something that no other could claim. As the ultimate example of His love for us, He obediently took up the cross and was crucified so that we would not have to endure the same consequence.  It was on the cross where God the Father poured out His wrath on the Son, and just as sin entered the world through the sin of one man, the sacrifice of one man was sufficient to satisfy the anger of the Lord and bring about the free gift of righteousness to the world.

On the third day after the crucifixion, Jesus was raised from the dead to display His victory over death and to demonstrate that He truly was the Son of God. The promises of a future Saviour were fulfilled and today, we are released from the clenches of sin and death when we repent, ask for forgiveness and believe with all our heart in the finished work of Jesus Christ. God imputes us with the Christ’s righteousness and we become His adopted children. We are no longer condemned to Hell, but instead we can rejoice in the hope of spending eternity with God in Heaven. 

As part of God’s elect, it is important for me to constantly recognize that I had no part in my own salvation. By His grace alone, God chose me when I was and continue to be unworthy of His attention. As I acknowledge my own sin, I understand that my reliance on God increases all the more, for apart from Him I can do nothing. He was the one who redeemed me from judgement. He was the one who took the punishment I deserved and acted as the propitiation for my sins. And He was the one who rescued me from spiritual death and gave me the assurance of everlasting life. There is nothing I can do in response but to give Him all the praise and honour He deserves in all my life.


What is Biblical discernment?

Biblical discernment is trying to understand the will of God when no specific instruction is given for the situation at hand. While Scripture provides us with much encouragement and teaching, it does not always contain the explicit details we need in order to make decisions in confidence, and so we must consider what the Bible commands us to do when we try to discern what is good and acceptable and perfect for a particular issue.

It is essential for us to first recognize that the ways of the Lord are higher than anything we can comprehend with our human intuition (Isaiah 55:8-9). As such, we must not boast in ourselves, but rather we need to put aside any earthly wisdom we believe we have for we know that “the wisdom of this world is folly with God” (1 Corinthians 3:18-21). Just as God revealed to the judge Samuel to appoint David as the new king of Israel over his brothers who had better worldly attributes (1 Samuel 16:1-13), we must not allow our own perceptions to prevent the Lord from speaking to us. Further, we must not be consumed by selfish ambition or bitter jealous, but instead we need to be humble before the Lord (James 3:13-14).

It is written that the “fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight” (Proverbs 9:10). “The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil” and the wisdom of the God loves to dwell with prudence while detesting pride, arrogance and corrupt speech (Proverbs 8:12-13). Knowing that our own wisdom cannot even come close to the glory of God, we must constantly remain in the Lord’s presence through prayer and meditation upon His Word. Jesus promised that whoever abides in Christ and Christ in him will be able to bear much fruit and will also be able to receive whatever he asks for in prayer (John 15:5-7). It is when we walk as children of light that we can try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord (Ephesians 5:8-10). Indeed if we are abiding in Christ and in faith ask God for wisdom, He will give generously to us without reproach (James 1:5-6).

It is Lord’s intention for us to lift up our requests to Him, after which He will guard our hearts and minds with the peace of God such that our anxiety will not distract us from His voice (Philippians 4:6-7). For if we present ourselves as obedient children and commit our work to the Lord, He will renew our minds to be able to discern the will of God and establish our plans in Him rather than in ourselves (Romans 12:1-2; Proverbs 16:1-3).

God has made it clear that He will make us sufficient as He sees fit. When Moses complained that he was not an eloquent speaker, the Lord assured him that He would be the abundance he needed to go (Exodus 4:11-12). It is especially encouraging for us to recognize that if we trust in Him, it is the Lord Himself who will make straight our paths, rather than having us as imperfect followers trying to align our ways with what His perfect desires (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Lastly, the “wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17). As we try to attain these qualities in our discernment, may all the glory be to God who is the source of all wisdom.


How has God led you to accept this nomination?

As I was deliberating my nomination for Nomcom, I felt a sense of peace and humility that I do not often experience. As someone who often struggles with being prideful, it was comforting that God did not allow the usual sinful thoughts to cloud my mind. Rather, what really got me thinking was the meaning of Biblical discernment. I understand that this is a significant role in the fellowship and I definitely did not want to take it lightly.

I deliberately stopped myself from looking up past NomCom responses or by searching up myriad verses through an elaborate concordance. Instead, I really wanted the Lord to reveal the meaning of Biblical discernment to me directly from His Word. As I flipped through pages of Scripture, the Spirit brought to my mind verses that I had known in the past and I was also able to stumble across passages I had not noticed before, verses that I had included as part of my response to the previous question.

Knowing that I would be going on a half-year exchange next year, I would love to give what I can and serve the Lord through the KCCF community. When I consider my own availability for the upcoming term, I know that the workload and busy schedule I had become accustomed to the previous term would be significantly reduced this term, so I do not expect to be overloaded by my responsibilities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, if it is God’s will, I am prepared to serve on NomCom this year.
