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1. What is the Gospel, and how has it affected your life?
I think the Gospel is crazy simple and just plain crazy. It’s simple in the sense that God’s perfect and we’re not, and God’s holy and we’re not, and if life were just to continue in this way we’d all be condemned to hell forever because God’s very nature doesn’t allow for us to be near Him in our filthy state. It’s crazy because such an awesome and holy God has no reason to even care about us sinful humans, but the fact is that He does care, and He loves us so much that I will never find the words to describe that (and praise God for being a God who is so great the human mind cannot comprehend it!). He gave us a Saviour who died on the cross and bore all the sins of humanity back then and for all time to come, and what’s more – this Saviour was all man and all God and can therefore truly sympathize with the human experience of temptation! It’s awesome because when we’re tempted, we can cry out to a Saviour who understands, and who has compassion on us. What comfort and hope I find this fact! When I acknowledge the fact that I am a redeemed person – bought with the blood of Christ – I can rejoice in the knowledge that I am free from the bondage of sin and that I can now draw close to God. Everything I do now should be aligned to His will, and I trust that He will change me and my desires until they match with His. 
Growing up in a Christian family, I went to church and fellowship regularly from a young age and was able to learn a lot of “head knowledge” about the Bible and about God. It wasn’t until a lot later that I began to take my faith more seriously and began to see evidence of God’s work in all aspects of my life. Over the summer I began to question whether or not I was actually saved, because according to 1 John, a Christian is a “new creation” and that “if we claim to have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth” (1 John 1:6). Forced to abandon the belief that I had carried with me all my life – that I was saved and a Christian – all I could do was fall at the foot of the cross and pray for Christ to save me from my sin. I know now that I AM saved and a work-in-progress, but a new creation in Christ nonetheless. God has really been stretching me and demanding obedience in all areas of my life, and I have found much joy in submitting and trusting in Him. Things just make sense when I abide in Him and allow Him control over my life in ways I’d never allowed Him in before. (:

2. What is Biblical discernment?

*Combined with #3 b/c it just happened to turn out that way :/ 

3. How has God led you to accept this nomination? 

When I first opened the NomCom email and read its contents, my first instinct was to decline. In caps. This nomination was completely unexpected, and I felt very unqualified, among other mixed feelings. However, I don’t believe that this was a mistake or fluke – after all, we know that God works for the good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28), and I was certain that there was something God wanted to teach me through this process. Thus, from the start, I was committed to praying seriously about this; regardless of whether God would lead me forward or close the door on this, I knew I had to look to Him and Him alone for the answer. 

God’s answer to my prayers came over a series of steps. First, He revealed to me the sin and idols in my life – some I had known about, and some I’d never even realized existed. He brought to light my worldly, selfish and self-serving attitude and my addictive behaviours. How on earth would I have been able to hear His voice with all this worldliness cluttering up my heart? And His voice did come – simply and clearly and straight to the heart: “Go.”

Next, God dealt with the fear and uncertainty in my heart. I struggled a lot with the term “Biblical discernment”. In fact, the reason why I initially wanted to reject this nomination had mostly to do with the fact that I felt like I had NO IDEA what Biblical discernment was. In my mind, it was this kind of epic, mystique-filled skill or ability – something I felt I was clearly lacking. At the same time, I was holding several verses close to my heart, two of them being Psalm 27:14 (“Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.”) and Psalm 1:1-2 (“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.”). And just like that, as I was walking home from the library, it came to me – GO BACK TO THE WORD OF GOD. It was like a switch turned on in my head and I understood – as it says in 2 Timothy 3:15-17: “…and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

It all goes back to the Word of God. I had my mind all muddled up and confused by (what I thought was) such an academic and smart-sounding term and was looking for some sort of man-made rule as to what discernment was. Clearly, I’m neither theologian nor seminary student, and this is the best that I could come up with: Biblical discernment is simply measuring up whatever you’re trying to discern against the Word of God. If it doesn’t contradict the Scriptures, good. If it does, it has to go. There can be no addition nor subtraction of what is contained in the Bible. It says in Psalm 119:9-16: “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees. With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth. I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways. I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Just to close, I feel like more important than deciding to accept/decline this NomCom candidacy was God’s call for me to face Him seriously through this experience. It really doesn’t matter what the outcome is, because I am being obedient to His call for me today, and whether that call will remain the same tomorrow is unknown. Either way, we can trust that God is leading our fellowship through this every step of the way!
