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What is the Gospel, and how has it affected your life?
The Gospel is the most crazy love story to ever happen. We are all the creation of God; created and purposed to bring Him and Him alone all glory in all that we do. However, unlike God we are not perfect; we are prone to sin and in this fallen nature of man we are all separated from our creator. We are made aware of how far we are from God through the law; for if we were to obey all his statutes and commands we would be made righteous (Romans 2:13). Of course, no one is able to attain right standing with God or stand in his presence by his own works alone (Psalm 14:1). 
God hates sin (James 4:4); the penalty of sin is death. Animals and livestock were sacrificed in our place as a reminder of our sin; but they would not bring us to perfection (Hebrews 10:3-4). But God, in his forbearance and justice allowed for our former sins to go unpunished so that we could be justified by his saving grace through his Son Jesus Christ (Romans 3:23-25). Christ, being God was innately perfect, without blemish, tempted by sin but able to withstand it (Hebrews 4:15). He was the perfect sacrifice, taking all of humanity’s sin upon himself so that we could come before God in peace (Hebrews 10:14, Romans 5:1-2).       
Now, all of us have the choice to accept this saving grace; if we believe in our hearts that we are justified and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and the God has raised him from the dead, we will have eternal life (Romans 10:9-10). 
Words are easy to speak, but the weight behind their meaning lies heavy. Having been immersed in a Christian environment for the majority of my life, I would often be a hearer of the Word, rather than a doer of God’s will. I would see God at obvious work in my life, but yet remained unattached and distant from his calling to be in true relationship with Him. But, in the past year God in his magnificent providence has blessed me with trials, great enough that I believed I would not be able to overcome them on my own. In this time my eyes were truly opened to see that living of the world and valuing the things of this world truly does not last. They bring only temporary enjoyment and lead only to death.  
In my brokenness, surrounded by the pieces of the life I had built for myself in pride, I could only turn to God for strength. Humbled by the understanding of my own weakness, God and His Word became my life-line. I have learned to value his commands before all else (2 John 1:6). I do not stand before you perfect in any sense of the word. I am only God`s simple instrument to be used for His glory: imperfect, flawed, and self-seeking. But, praise the Lord that He has made me aware of my sins and weaknesses; and I pray and strive for continual sanctification to be more like this God I serve.       

Ephesians 2:8-10 says, "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them."	

What is Biblical discernment?
I believe that spiritual discernment, in essence, is the ability to distinguish God's thoughts and ways from all others, especially our own (A Call to Discernment, J.E Adams, p. 31); it is a process of differentiating what is said in The Word to our own thinking of truth. “But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thess 5:21-22). 
God has blessed us with his perfect spoken words through the Bible, providing us with everything needed to trust and obey him (i.e inerrancy and sufficiency of scripture) in everything that we do; including the decisions we make. “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness” (2 Peter 1:3).
We must treasure His Word, and seek the knowledge it contains (Proverbs 15:14). As a son seeks the approval of his father and strives to become his image, we too should strain ourselves to Christ in the same way.  "...do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God" (Romans 12:2).
  But we are not left on our own in our pursuit of God. As children of God under the new covenant we have been blessed with the Holy Spirit to know the mind and thoughts of God. “But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.” (1 Corinthians 2: 9-13) 














How has God led you to accept this nomination?
This story comes simply, spanning only a few hours. Given the relatively short time-frame to come to a decision, I had only a few hours before the deadline to meditate on the nomination. I thought to myself how I could truly know what God desires for me to do given this sort of timing. I believe I could serve the Lord in all things, whether it be on Nomination Committee or not, as long as it is by the Lord who strengthens me and to Him be the glory (1 Peter 4:11). But, accepting this nomination would have certain implications or restrictions on how I would be serving in the following year. So, where could I best serve God to the best of my abilities given the gifts he has blessed me with? 
I was already incredibly biased as to how I felt I should serve. So, how could properly discern the will of God if my mind was already so compromised with my own beliefs of `what was best`? I began to pray: “Lord, give me an obvious sign that would give me no doubt in my mind that my decision would not be mine, but yours”. Inspired by 2 Corinthians 2:9-13, I began reading more into the role of the Holy Spirit, and how it lead the early believers. My readings lead me to Acts 16:6-7: 
“Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.”   
As soon as I read this passage, my heart was immediately at peace. Paul and his companions naturally thought that they should preach the gospel in the cities they were passing through, but by God’s divine wisdom they were prevented from doing so by the Holy Spirit. Two things from this passage stood out to me: 1) the Holy Spirit’s strong guidance that prevented the preaching of the Gospel message, and 2) Paul and his companions had made themselves available to serve the Lord beyond their calling and only held back after being directed otherwise by the Spirit. I imagine for Paul to have been told not to preach the Gospel would have been no easy feat, only made possible by a true act of God to intervene.  
In the same respect, I felt convicted that I should not limit myself to how I perceived I could serve the Lord. Instead, to be like Paul: bold and zealous for Christ, and to bring glory to God through any opportunity that he opens. And God has now opened the door for me to possibly serve on Nomination Committee. So, I now respond to this opportunity with joy and gladness. Praise be to God if He wills for me to take part in NomCom; if not, still more praise be to God for more doors will be opened. 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, my prayer to you is this: that you too would be guided by the Holy Spirit to discern the mind of the Lord; that He may speak through you and the fellowship so that we may truly be the unified body of Christ, with Christ at the head of all that we do. 
