The Gospel…
The Gospel is the good news brought to us through Christ. Before there was a beginning, there was the one holy God. This triune God created all that is in the universe for His good purpose (Colossians 1:16-17, John 1:1-3, Revelation 4:11). He created humankind differently than the rest of creation, for we were made in His Image, designed to rule over the rest of creation (Genesis 1:26-31). But we fell away from His Image when sin was introduced into the world, resulting in the separation between God and humankind (Genesis 3). God, in His holiness and justice, sentenced us sinful beings to death (Romans 6:23). We lived in death, with our source of hope being drawn only from prophecies of the Messiah to come (Jeremiah 23:5-6, Isaiah 7:14-17). Then, out of God’s grace, Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, was born into our world by the virgin Mary (John 3:16, John 1:14). He lived His life and conducted His ministry in perfection; even the governor who sentenced Him saw no fault in Him (Luke 23:4). This holy being, with no reason to die, paid the penalty of death on our behalf, so that by the grace of God, we may be saved through faith and reconciled to God (Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 5:6-11). He died and was buried, and on the third day of His burial was raised from the dead to sit exalted at the right hand of God (Acts 2:32-33). It is by the Gospel of Jesus Christ that we have hope, power, eternal life, and freedom (Ephesians 1:18-23, Romans 6:1-14).
…and how it has affected my life
The Gospel is the source of my hope. It is the knowledge that I am no longer held captive in the bondage of sin, but that I am free to be a slave of God. It is the encouragement and forgiveness that allows me to live free of guilt and shame. The Gospel does not make me sinless; rather, it restores my once severed relationship with God so that I may pursue perfection by being intimate with Him. 
The Gospel is also the source of my understanding: it is the unifying element that makes sense of all parts of Scripture. It is the foundation of my faith. If the person of Jesus were to be removed from history, Christianity and the Bible as we know it would crumble. 
Finally, the Gospel is the source of my motivation. It is in knowing that Jesus has paid the price of sin for me, in reading of His unwavering obedience to the Father, in witnessing the life-changing power of the Holy Spirit that I am driven to pursue holiness. The grace of God makes me thank Him every morning for giving me a new day, and the Gospel makes me live that day for His glory. 

Biblical Discernment
Biblical discernment is given to those who are saved. It is the guidance and wisdom found in the Word of God, and experienced in the presence of the Holy Spirit. It is the submission of our own wills to the perfect will of God. The knowledge of God’s will may be found in the Word, through prayer, and through interactions with other discerning believers and with the Holy Spirit Himself. Biblical discernment is often seen in groups of people, such that the will of God may be confirmed among multiple people. Accountability is also linked closely with Biblical discernment of leaders, as a leader claiming to discern alone is easily led astray. Most importantly, the Word is consulted before actions are taken, as opposed to taking ungodly actions and justifying them by passages of Scripture. The latter is a dishonest abuse of Scripture, and is not glorifying to the Lord. 

Accepting this Nomination
Over the summer, at my home church’s retreat, I learned about what Bill Hybels calls God’s “whispers.” He introduced five filters for testing the whispers of God:
1. “Is the prompting truly from God?” (Is taking this action consistent with the character of God? Is God glorified in this decision?)
2. “Is it Scriptural?” (The Bible is the inerrant, sufficient, complete revelation of God. It does not make sense that any decision in the life of a believer would contradict Scripture.)
3. “Is it wise?” (Is the timing of this opportunity appropriate? Will it lead to you compromising other priorities? Will you remain pure in your intentions and relationships?  Will it harm anyone? How will taking this action affect yourself and those around you?)
4. “Is it in tune with your own character?” (Is it consistent with who God has created you to be? Are you gifted in the areas required of a person serving in this capacity? If not, is undertaking this position merely wishful thinking on your part?)
5. “What do the people you most trust think about it?” (Do other godly brothers and sisters approve of your decision? There is safety in an abundance of counselors (Proverbs 11:14), so consult your trusted believers to see if this decision makes sense to them.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is in much prayer and in answering affirmatively to these five questions that I have been led to accept this nomination. I am convicted that I am an appropriate candidate for NomCom, not by my own adequacy, but by the gifts with which God has graced me. I am driven to serve the fellowship by taking part in facilitating God’s selection of next year’s leadership Committee. 
