Jim Yang – NomCom 2012 Application

1) What is the gospel and what does it mean to you?
Literally, the word “Gospel” in both Greek and its English translation means “good news”, “good tidings, or “good message”, but to me, it is more than just GOOD news. It is WONDERFUL news, JOYOUS news, SAVING news. It is an account of the greatest love and the most amazing grace.
For the worldly mind, it is inconceivable that someone, innocent in every way, would be willingly step in the place of his enemies, and take upon himself the penalty of their transgressions, even the penalty of death. However, this forms the very basis of the Gospel: that while we were still sinners, God, in His perfect love, sent his one and only son to die for us so that we could be reconciled with Him and have eternal life (Rom 5:18, John 3:16). Being by very nature sinners (Ps. 51:5, Eph. 2:1-3), we stood separated from a God, who in his complete Holiness could not tolerate to be in the presence of our sinful nature (Hab. 1:13). However, through the death of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and his resurrection 3 days later, God reconciled us to himself, allowing us to approach his throne and enter fellowship with Him (Col. 1:22-23). It was Christ, being sinless in nature, who was the perfect sacrifice, willingly bearing God’s wrath and fulfilling the payment for our sin. It is only by this act, that those who have faith in Christ (a faith which also comes from grace) are cleansed and made righteous, able to enter into God’s presence and behold His glory (Eph. 2:8-10). Furthermore, it was through the death of Christ that we were given the Holy Spirit in our hearts, who continues to transform us to be more like Christ, and guide us in our lifelong journey of sanctification.
For me, the Gospel has deep implications. It means that I no longer live as an ignorant slave to sin, but instead live as a slave to righteousness. It means that I no longer live in darkness, condemned by my sin, but that Christ has filled me with light, which has equipped me to battle against sin. For me, the Gospel is the daily bread that grows me in my knowledge of God and heals my soul through prayer.  It has granted me a pervasive joy that transcends all circumstances, and has provided me with hope and comfort in times of despair. It is also a daily reminder of the need to extend love and grace to the world around me, and to live in manner glorifying to God and reflective of Christ’s ministry.  

2) What is biblical discernment?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Biblical discernment, in a nutshell, is the God-given ability to identify the will of God and to align our lives accordingly. Since we as humans are limited in scope compared to an infinite God, it is impossible for us to fully comprehend the will of God in its entirety with absolute certainty. Likewise, by our sinful nature, we are unable by our own means, to comprehend the holy, righteous will of God. Any understanding on our part is given to us through the grace of God by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:9-10, Eph. 1:7-9). 
Although prayer (us talking to God) and discernment (God speaking to us) seem like opposite events, the two are intricately linked. Discernment is not something that we are given by chance, but it is something that comes with regularly spending time in prayer. The book of Acts shows in many cases the importance of prayer in seeking discernment, particularly in choosing leadership for the church (Acts 13+14). Only by practicing daily prayer and spending time in the Word of God can the wisdom required for discernment be built. The bible suggests that discernment, even in its most basic form, requires constant practice (Heb. 5:14) and thus requires patience in prayer, since the blessing of wisdom required for discernment may not be immediate. Furthermore, discernment is not a passive process of us waiting for God to enlighten us, but it must be actively pursued on a regular basis through prayer. Discernment involves actively asking God to protect our thoughts and actions from sinful earthy influences and looking to God to guide our actions.  Practically this means spending time in prayer and God’s Word, seeking to be obedient to God’s will though our actions.     

3) How has God led you into accepting this nomination?
Through many nights of prayer and reflection, I feel led to serve God in this capacity. While the choice to accept this nomination was not without uncertainties on my part, I feel that God has taken this opportunity to continue to grow me in my faith. In my daily prayer time and in answering these questions, God has truly reminded me of the very foundations of our faith. In answering these questions and reflecting on the Gospel, I feel a strong spiritual reinvigoration and renewed passion to seek and serve our Holy God. I feel drawn to the Word, drawn to prayer and drawn to God himself. Even the beginning of this long process has humbled me and taught me in amazing ways. For me, it has been a reminder of God’s sovereignty and that everything is according to His perfect will. Though we, with limited human minds, are unable to understand it in its entirety, God reveals portions of His will to those who diligently seek Him and gives us the wisdom to understand that which He reveals. Thus, it would be a great joy to serve on NomCom and continue to seek God’s will for our fellowship. 
Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever! – Rev. 7:11
