1. What is the Gospel and what does it mean to you?

The Gospel means the good news and it is about God sending his only son, Jesus Christ; who is fully God and fully Man to die on the cross for our sins. (Romans 5:8) Because of this, whoever has faith and believes in him is saved and can live an eternal life. (John 3:16) The Gospel shows us what God has done for us through Christ and the Holy Spirit, and it is through this that we are able to build our own personal relationship with our Holy God. “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) Jesus Christ died for us, and rose again. He took away our sins and gave us new lives and new hope to live in the faith of God.

The Gospel means a lot to me and is something that I remind myself of daily.  Knowing that I don’t deserve any of this, the Gospel is motivation for me to pursue my own relationship with the amazing, loving God. 

2. What is biblical discernment?

Biblical discernment is the gift of God that led us to determine the truth through his wisdom. It is important that we don’t make our decisions based on our own needs, or through society because none of this is through God’s will. Since we are limited and sinful, we wouldn’t be able to make proper decisions without his grace.(1 Corinthians 2:14) It can be done through prayers/devotions/constant reminders to ourselves that God does answers our prayers, and we need to be patient and grow strong in our own faith.( Philippians 1:9-11 )

3. How has God led you to accept this nomination?

When I received the e-mail that I was nominated, my mind told myself immediately that I wasn’t able to do this. The question “Why did someone nominate me?” came in my mind. I paused and just sat in silence and realized that this is nothing about me but instead is God’s will. I told myself that no matter what I decided in the end; it’s all through Him not me. 

I had a talk with my accountability partner and it just so happens that we were both at the same location, we sat down and prayed in the word of God and she encouraged me to fully trust in him and He will answer my prayer within the short time I have. 
On Wednesday morning while doing devotions, God told me “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”-Philippians 4:13 and “Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD will be a light to me. I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have sinned against him, until he pleads my cause and executes judgment for me. He will bring me to the light; I shall look upon his vindication.” Micah 7:8-9. Even though I wasn’t sure what God’s plan is at the moment, I was so encouraged by such powerful verses and am truly thankful. It also gave me peace and comfort knowing that God is in control of all.

God has definitely been challenging me and teaching me a lot through all the ups and downs during this year. Having the privilege to serve on worship team and as a small group leader during retreat really showed me the Christ-centered relationship I have within him and through all my brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Later that night, God really revealed me the answer and encouraged me to make my final decision. “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 After reading that verse, I know that God is really giving me this opportunity to serve on NomCom. Even though I’m not as experienced as others in the fellowship, I know that God is guiding me through his words and I believe that he had placed me in this position for a reason.
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