KCCF Bible Study #2 – 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:11
November 11, 2011
Context of 2 Corinthians

Date:         Written when Paul was in Macedonia around A.D. 55-56, about a year after 

writing        1 Corinthians. During the intermediary period between the two letters, Paul made
a visit to the Corinthian church. After he left, he traveled to Macedonia, which is
where the second letter was written.

Author:     The Apostle Paul

Recipients:    The Church in Corinth and other saints throughout Achaia (1:1)

Theme:    The relationship between suffering and the power of God’s Spirit (1:9-10, 
1:20-21, 2:14, 3:4-5, 4:7, 5:5, 6:8-10, 12:9)

Purpose:    1) To strengthen the faithful majority of the church (ch 1-7)
2) To complete the collection (of money) as the expression of their repentance
(ch 8-9)
3) To offer the rebellious minority to one more chance to repent before he returns
to discipline them (ch 10-13)
Read 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:11

Chapter 1 (continued)
The general idea/theme from 12-24: Here, Paul is defending the integrity of his ministry and the genuine heart that he has toward the Corinthians. Initially, it seems like he is defending just himself, but as we will read later, the reason behind his defense (defending the Gospel). Paul is defending his integrity as an apostle for Christ Jesus, in turn by defending his own integrity, he is defending the Gospel’s validity and assuring the Corinthians that just as all of his (Paul’s) promises to them have been true, it is the same with God’s unwavering promises.

Verse 12-14. For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you. 13 For we are not writing to you anything other than what you read and understand and I hope you will fully understand—14 just as you did partially understand us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will boast of us as we will boast of you.

Paul’s plans were to travel from where he was writing the letter (he was likely in Ephesus) across the Aegian sea to Corinth en route to Macedonia (this was where the Philippian church was, for those who are interested) and then go back to Corinth before heading to Judea. Paul’s opponents said that Paul’s intentions were not genuine. He appeared to show love for the Corinthians but in reality, he didn’t. In challenging the integrity of Paul’s ministry, they are challenging not only his ministry but also Christ Himself, since Paul’s message ministry and manner of life are one. They are rejecting the Gospel as well as his ministry.

Paul’s rebuttal against accusations: 
Paul’s rebuttal against these accusations is that his conscience bears witness for him that his intentions in making his travel arrangements to see the Corinthians were genuine. There are no physical witnesses to this, but Paul has no inward conflict with himself about the way that he conducted himself. He is reaffirming that his intentions towards the Corinthians are true and that he wasn’t being two-faced. He said that he behaved with simplicity and godly sincerity.

Paul says that he behaved in the world with godly sincerity and simplicity. How is he able to do this?
Not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God.

What is one thing about what we learned about grace from last study? 

In this context, God’s grace comes in the form of Paul’s conduct: simplicity and godly sincerity. It is all by God’s grace that he is able to conduct himself in this way.

ESV/KJV: simplicity, NAS: holiness, NIV: integrity: different translations but the same meaning

In v13, Paul is again saying that he doesn’t have a secret second agenda in his intentions toward the Corinthians. He never intended any more than what he wrote in his previous letters; what the Corinthians read from the previous letters and what the Corinthians hopefully fully understands from the previous letters. He understands that the Corinthians might have some reservations (hence, he said just as you did partially understand), but he’s reiterating again: he has no secret motives.

Paul longs to boast of the Corinthians on the day of the Lord (KJV translates boast as “rejoice”), signifying the great joy that awaits Christians during the Second Coming. 

Verses 15-16.  Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a second experience of grace. 16 I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea.

When Paul says “second experience of grace” (ESV), it is also translated: “that you may benefit twice” (NIV), “that ye might have a second benefit” (KJV).

Remember that Paul was originally planning to make two trips through Corinth on his way to other churches. Essentially, what Paul means is that although coming again to visit the Corinthians would have been good for them, he decided against it in the end. Paul’s defense, again, was to say that he was never double-minded when he made his travel plans but wanted to emphasize that his intentions towards them are not selfish, but that they were out of love.

This “second experience of grace” is not suggesting that Paul is not able to save souls by coming to visit the Corinthians, but rather that they can benefit from his visit because of the mission that Paul has been given by God to minister to the Gentiles (Acts 9).

It may seem as though Paul is arrogant or that he is saying the Corinthians should be thankful that Paul should even “grace them with his presence” - but this may just be Paul’s writing style... he knows that he is an influential missionary that is able to help and teach the Corinthians - he is not ignorant of the authority that he has (but he also does not abuse it). 

Verses 17-18. Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans according to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time? 18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No.

Paul asks a couple of rhetorical questions in v17 (he has already stated the answers to these questions in previous verses). What are these two questions? How has he already answered them?
1. Was I vacillating (wavering) when I wanted to do this? 

- v12 “we behaved with simplicity and godly sincerity” - not double minded or with hidden intentions, and v15 “I was sure of this...”
0. Do I make my plans according to the flesh? 
- v12 “not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God” - Paul’s plans were not made by his mere human wisdom but by understanding God’s will, comes from His grace to us

This is continuation of Paul’s defense of his integrity. In these particular 2 verses, he is referring to his travel plans specifically.

Verses 19-20. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.

Now we turn our attention from Paul’s unwavering plans as a model of God’s unwavering promises.
Jesus...was not Yes and No. Jesus did not die on the cross for our sins with a wavering “Yes or No” attitude, but He did it with a ‘Yes’, willingly out of obedience to the Father (Philippians 2:5-11) and out of love for us (John 3:16, Romans 5:8, 1 John 3:16), although it was a agonizing and difficult (Luke 22:39-44) Jesus never vacillated in His promises to us.

All the promises of God. These are the promises to Christians that are fulfilled in His Word. God is faithful in upholding His promises (Hebrews 10:23).

find their Yes in him. All of God’s promises are fulfilled in Christ. This is why we say the writings OT points to Christ.

Search for some of God’s promises in the Bible.
Some promises do not have explicitly stated conditions, but may be implied or stated elsewhere in the surrounding text. In addition, as with all passages we must consider the context surrounding the promises-- not all the promises are applicable to us today. However, the promises that God made to the Israelites are now accessible to us (the Gentiles)
because of Christ! (Romans 11:17)
	Reference
	Promise
	Condition

	Acts 2:38, 3:19
John 14:6
Romans 3:28, 10:9-10, 13
Eph 2:8-9
	Salvation as a gift of grace
	repent and have faith 

	1 Corinthians 10:13
	God will not let us be tempted beyond our ability
	

	Romans 8:28
Psalm 84:11
	God works for the good of those who love Him, will withhold no good from us
	love God, walk uprightly

	Philippians 4:6-7
	Peace will reign in our hearts and minds 
	don’t be anxious but present requests to God. 

	Galatians 5:16, 19-24
	Fruit of the Spirit (growth)
	walk by the Spirit, not gratifying the flesh

	Hebrews 10:36
	Sanctification (also growth)
	do the will of God

	Matthew 6:33
	God will provide for us in all of our physical needs 
	seek first God’s kingdom

	Psalm 37:3-4
	God will gives us the desires of our hearts
	trust in the Lord and do good



Also… Ephesians 6:2/Exodus 20:12, Deuteronomy 30:16, 1 Kings 3:7-14, Ezekiel 37:12-14, Joshua 1:9, John 15, Psalm 2:8, Proverbs 3:5-6, 1 Chronicles 17:4-14, Psalm 91:14-16, James 1:5-10, Psalm 84:11

What is a promise of God, or what counts as one? If everything that God says is true, then is everything He says also a promise? What is the difference between what God says and what He promises, if there is a difference?

Taken from Pastor Allan’s Attributes study on God’s faithfulness: Just as the entire word of God is trustworthy since God is faithful, even more so are His promises and covenants. God makes promises for our benefit and not for His own, as He can do nothing else but remain faithful. In other words, for man’s sake God makes promises, oaths, and covenants to further assure us of the absolute certainty and committed-ness of His actions towards us. “All your commands are trustworthy...” (Psalms 119:86)

That is why it is through [Jesus] we utter our Amen to God. “Amen” is a Greek word taken from Hebrew meaning a strong and solemn affirmation. It means simply a very earnest ‘YES’ in the context of addressing God.

Why do we pray in the name of Jesus? (John 14:13, 16:23)
Background info: in the Old Testament, it was necessary for the Israelites to offer sacrifices to God through a priest. Once a year on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), the high priest entered the Holy of Holies to sprinkle the blood of the bull and ram on the Mercy Seat as a sin offering for the people (Leviticus 16) so that they may be forgiven.
However, through His sacrifice on the cross, Jesus is both the Lamb of God (John 1:29) and our Great High Priest (Hebrews 5:7-10, 7:23-28); because Jesus Christ is the propitiation for our sins, we are able to have a relationship with God the Father, and thus Jesus also acts as our Great High Priest, mediating on our behalf.

Common misconception/misinterpretation: it’s not that whatever you ask for is a “yes” from God; rather it is: the Gospel is always true, and God’s promises written in the Bible are always true. 

Application: Why do we need to live with integrity? Why do we need to maintain authentic Christian walks? 
We cannot expect other people to trust the gospel that we preach if we ourselves are not living with integrity and striving for holiness. Sins, i.e. areas of our lives in which we are not pleasing God affect our testimony or ability to preach the gospel! Others need to see us live out authentic Christian lives before we can earn their trust to talk about faith, salvation, and the gospel.

Verses 21-22. And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

What does Paul mean that God has anointed us? What does it mean to anoint someone?
v21: To be anointed is to be set apart (1 John 2:20, 1 Peter 2:9-10) and gifted by God for his calling, symbolized in the OT by the pouring of olive oil as a sign of God’s rich provision.We as Christ’s messengers are also anointed. (ESV Study Bible)

How does the Spirit act as a seal?
v22: God gives believers the Holy Spirit as a guarantee...
- that He will carry out to completion our salvation (Philippians 1:6). The Holy Spirit is our Sanctifier.
- of our inheritance of eternal life with God in His Kingdom after the return of Christ (Ephesians 1:13-14).

In the ancient world, a seal was a form of identification used to authenticate and protect legal documents. They used melted wax and pour it over the edge of the paper, then stamp it with something such as a signet ring that would identify the person writing the document. The seal could not be broken until the recipient of the letter or document received it.
When God made His covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he gave them a sign as a seal of His promise to them. One example: God’s covenant with Abraham: seal = circumcision (Genesis 17:1-14). Likewise, the Spirit is our seal in the covenant that God has made with us-- salvation to all who confess their sins and believe (Romans 10:9).

It can also be noted that the Holy Spirit does have other roles, such as being our Comforter (John 14:26), etc.

How is the Holy Trinity made explicit in verse 22?
1) promises of God (the Father), the God of Truth, of Him who cannot lie
2) made in Christ (Hebrews 7:22)
3) confirmed by the Holy Spirit

The accomplishment of all these promises is ultimately to the glory of God!

Verses 23-24. But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming again to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.

Why does Paul call God to witness against Him?
· He was emphasizing and establishing the fact that he was NOT lying, to protect his integrity and the integrity of the gospel.

· Paul explains that he did not come to Corinth in order to spare the Corinthians (we will see why in Chapter 2). Paul claims that he isn’t trying to have any dominion or control over their faith-- Jesus alone is the founder and perfecter of our faith (Heb 12:2)-- but that he works for their faith.


Chapter 2
Verses 1-4. For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you. For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.

Context:
In the time between the two letters to the Corinthians, Paul wrote another letter to the Corinthians, some of whom had turned against him on the accusations of Paul’s opponents within the church. Remember that as Paul opponents rejected him, they also rejected the Gospel that he brought to them. To his joy, most of the Corinthians did repent. This is the letter of tears (which is not included in the Bible) that Paul refers to. He says that he wrote the very harsh letter out of anguish and grief - in other words, it wasn’t easy for him to compose or to send it. 

What is Paul’s reason for not coming to Corinth?
Paul gives the reason why he did not end up going to Corinthians as he had planned previously: It was to spare them from grief that both sides would have faced in such a circumstance. Matthew Henry describes it like this:
He (Paul) had determined not to come to them in heaviness, which yet he would have done had he come and found scandal among them not duly animadverted upon: this would have been cause of grief both to him and them, for their sorrow or joy at meeting would have been mutual. If he had made them sorry, that would have been a sorrow to himself, for there would have been none to have made him glad. But his desire was to have a cheerful meeting with them, and not to have it embittered by any unhappy occasion of disagreeing. (Matthew Henry Commentary)
There is a parallel we can draw between verses 1:24 and 2:4. 
The reason why Paul rebukes them is not merely to tell them what to do but he wants them to know that his purpose is to work with them for their joy, because of his love for them. Also modeled after God disciplines those he loves (Hebrews 12:5-6 citing from Prov. 3:11-12)

Verses 5-9: Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of you. For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything.

Context: there was a person in the Corinthian church who was excommunicated from the church because of something that happened (although it is not clear to us what that event was). After the letter in which Paul gave instructions about how to deal with the offender, (which is not included in the Bible, but was written in the time between 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians), the man was humbled and showed repentance. In this passage, Paul is writing to urge the Corinthians to bring him back into the church and to restore him with all speed, forgiving him, confirming their love for him, showing him mercy and comforting him, so that he might not fall into despair (for he was in danger of being “overwhelmed by excessive sorrow”, v.7). We know this from extra-Biblical commentaries from trusted sources, not from the Bible.

Verses 10-11. Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.
What can we learn about forgiveness from Paul instructions to the Corinthians?
We must strive to forgive just as Christ forgives us (Colossians 3:13) when we come to Him in genuine repentance... not only that, but we must forgive (Matthew 6:14-15). 
What are the “designs” of Satan implied in these verses?
- Satan’s designs are to destroy the mutual forgiveness, love and unity that is to characterize God’s people as those who have been reconciled to God through Christ. In this way, Satan aims to dishonor God’s own glory revealed in Jesus as the Son of God. (ESV Study Bible)
- Because we have been reconciled to God through Christ’s blood (Eph 2:13, Col 1:20), we are now reconciled to each other, and are called into unity with other brothers and sisters in Christ,
-  In many places in the NT we are reminded that we are ONE in Christ (Eph 2:11-22), and we are called to live in a way that exemplifies that unity. Some examples:
· 1 Cor. 1:10 - I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.
· Eph 4:1-3 - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
· 1 Peter 3:8 - Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.
We can probably all think of someone we know who has stopped going to church or stopped seeking God as a result of being hurt by conflicts within the church. What can we learn about forgiveness and retaining the unity of the Body of Christ?

In verse 9, Paul says the Corinthians should welcome their brother back into their communion is so that the person may not be overcome with despair. We must show love/compassion toward one another. 

What impact does this have on our spiritual warfare against Satan? 
We are called to forgive one another in the church so that Satan will not have a foothold in tempting us to have hardened thoughts of God, in causing divisions and broken unity in the body. This also affects how the body is seen by the world - as a reflection of Christ, or as an unforgiving and divided community.

We should be aware that Satan does have power (he is called the ‘prince of the power of the air’ in Ephesians 2:2, we can also remember how he tempts Jesus with all the kingdoms of the earth in Matthew 4:8-9, implying that Satan has been given some amount of earthly power), and that he uses it to deceive us (2 Corinthians 11:3).

How can we know the ways that Satan is working against God to deceive us? How can we not be outwitted? How do we defend against the schemes of the devil? (Think last year’s Bible Studies):
· Eph 6:11 - “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.”

· Eph 6:16 - “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one”

Application questions: 
1. Connection to theme of Biblical authenticity: Paul’s argument for a large portion of the verses that we studied today pertain to him defending his integrity. Why is it important that he did this? Why do we need to live with integrity? How do we live with integrity?

2. Is it possible to live an authentic Christian life if we are able to say “Yes, yes” sometimes but act “No, no” sometimes? In other words, can we say/preach/believe one thing about God’s promises and His blessings and yet not conduct ourselves in a way that is honoring to the standards that He has laid out for us? Practically, what does this include?

. Partying, getting drunk, gossip, sexual immorality, modesty in dress

a. What does it mean to rebuke a brother/sister in love? What does the Bible say about how can we do this, when it is appropriate, and with what attitude?

Memory verses - James 1:2-4 (ESV)
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

Please also remember to include the verse reference in your memorizing! 


