
KCCF Bible Study #1 – 2 Corinthians 1:1-11
October 21, 2011
What we believe (as a common starting point for Bible Studies)
*adapted from the Harvest Bible Chapel Oakville and Attributes of God Study*
1. God is Creator of all (Jeremiah 10:12): God chose to create the universe to reveal His divine nature, and infinite glory, power, and wisdom (Psalm 19:1-2, Isaiah 43:7).
2. Sufficiency of Scripture: the Bible is fully inspired by God and they contain all the words of God that we need in order to trust and obey Him (2 Timothy 3:15-16). 
3. Inerrancy of Scripture: we believe that the Bible was inerrant in its original writings (Psalm 119:160). Therefore we hold that the Bible has final authority over all things (Matthew 4:4)
4. The Holy Spirit: only those who have a redemptive relationship with God and thus have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:14), are able to understand the Bible; however we also acknowledge that we will never fully comprehend because God is truly beyond our understanding (Isaiah 55:8-9).

The principle with which we conduct our Bible Studies
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)
We believe the Bible is the living and active Word of God and has the power to transform our lives, hence we conduct our Bible studies with the attitude and prayer that God would teach us, and reveal to us the things we need to change in our lives in order to live holy lives that are pleasing to Him.

Context of 2 Corinthians
Date: 

Written when Paul was in Macedonia around A.D. 55-56, about a year after writing 1 Corinthians. During the intermediary period between the two letters, Paul made a visit to the Corinthian church. After he left, he traveled to Macedonia, which is where the second letter was written.
Author:     
The Apostle Paul
Recipients:
The Church in Corinth and other saints throughout Achaia (1:1)
Theme:
The relationship between suffering and the power of God’s Spirit (1:9-10, 1:20-

21, 2:14, 3:4-5, 4:7, 5:5, 6:8-10, 12:9)
Purpose:    
1) To strengthen the faithful majority of the church (ch 1-7)
2) To complete the collection (of money) as the expression of their repentance 
(ch 8-9)
3) To offer the rebellious minority to one more chance to repent before he returns 
to discipline them (ch 10-13)
Read 2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Overview of 2 Corinthians 1:1-11
These verses are about Paul’s sufferings, God’s comfort, God’s deliverance, increased thanksgiving.
Verse 1. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia:
Paul writes on behalf of Timothy, who is also with Paul on this third missionary journey.
Who is Paul?
- Paul is also known as Saul
- born in Tarsus (Acts 22:3), a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin (Phil 3:5) and a Roman citizen (Acts 22:25-28)
- trained and educated as a strict Pharisee under a highly honoured and well-known teacher of the Law named Gamaliel (Acts 22:3, also Acts 5:34 for more on Gamaliel)
- as a zealous Jew, Saul considered Christians to be dangerous opponents of Judaism and zealously persecuted them (Acts 7:58, 8:1-3, 9:1, 22:4)
- went to the high priest to ask for letters to the synagogues at Damascus (in order to persecute more men and women belonging to the Way (Acts 9:1-2, 22:5)
- on the road to Damascus, blinded by a bright light from heaven (Acts 9:3, 22:6), he was confronted by the resurrected Christ (Acts 9:4-6, 22:7-10) and realized that the one he had been persecuting all along was Jesus Christ, the Messiah
- Repented and was baptized (Acts 9:18, 22:16)
- Paul was chosen by God to be a witness for him among both the Jews and Gentiles (Acts 9:15-16, 22:15-16)
- devoted the rest of his life to the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the Roman Empire, and suffered many things for the sake of Christ
*For a more detailed look into the life of Paul, read Acts 8-9 as well as 11-28.
Who is Timothy?
- was like a son to Paul (1 Tim 1:2, 2 Tim 1:2), a close friend, and coworker in the Lord (Phil 2:19-22)
- chosen by Paul to accompany him on his missionary journeys (Acts 16:1-3), subsequently learned from and suffered much with Paul
- 2 Timothy 1:5-7
*For more on Timothy, read the passages in Acts and also 1 and 2 Timothy.
and the reason why...
- Paul first establishes his apostolistic authority granted to him through Christ Jesus by the will of God because, as we will later find out, there have been false prophets (Paul sarcastically refers to them as “super-apostles” in 12:11) challenging the authenticity and authority of his ministry
Who is this letter written to?
- The letter is directed to the saints in the region of Achaia (the southern area of modern day Greece). Corinth was the captial of Achaia. Paul mentions all the saints in Achaia because in Christ, there is no distinction between city and country inhabitants. The saints refer explicitly to Christians.
This introduction is a recurring one in each of Paul’s letters to state that this authority that has been granted to him is ordained by Christ through God and not by man (explicitly clear in Gal 1:1, 1 Co 1:1, Eph 1:1)
Verse 2. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Is there anything familiar about this verse?
Turn to Rom 1:7, 1 Cor 1:3, Gal 1:3, Eph 1:2, Phil 1:2, Col 1:2
This is a recurring greeting used by Paul in all his letters to the churches as well as to individuals (e.g. Timothy, Titus, Philemon)... this greeting is included in all 13 of Paul’s letters.
Why is it always ‘grace’ and ‘peace’ together? Where in the Bible does it talk about grace? What does the Bible say grace is? How about peace? 
    grace. there are 3 things we can note about grace:
· grace is the undeserved, free gift of God to us (Rom 5:17, Eph 2:8-9) through the sacrifice of His perfect Son Jesus Christ, that we can have a relationship with God when He moves us to acknowledge and repent of our sins and we are saved from His wrath (Eph 2:1-5).
· God’s grace which he has lavished on us, is rich and abundant: we have redemption, we are bought at a high price, through the blood of Christ and have forgiveness of our trespasses (Eph 1:7-8). 
· God’s grace is given to us every day as we live new lives of freedom in Christ, so that we are able to do His will “in all things at all times” (2 Cor 9:8).
peace. there are 2 things we can note about peace:

· We, being sinners by nature, are in a constant state of hostility against the Holy God and cannot be reconciled to Him. However, God bought peace between us and Him so that we can be reconciled to Him by making peace by the blood of the cross of Jesus (Col 1:20).
· Having made this peace, God’s peace reigns in our hearts (Col 3:15). This is also the peace characterized in the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22).
Grace and peace are fitly joined together because there is no lasting peace without true 
grace!
verse 3. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort...
In saying “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”, Paul is giving praise to God out of an outflow of a thankful heart (we will soon see why Paul has a thankful heart when he gives this praise to God).
Paul’s purpose of thanksgiving is to offer blessing to God, who is described here in three ways: What are the three ways?
1. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
· This is important because God is the Father of Christ’s divine nature, His human attributes (by miraculous conception in the womb of a virgin) and Him as our Redeemer. This is a covenant-relation and parallels the Old Testament, where God is referred to as The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob. This was to denote God’s covenant-relation to them. In the New Testament, God is referred to as The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to denote His covenant-relation to our Mediator (Gal 3:16)
· covenant-relation: A covenant is an unbreakable vow/agreement... but hold on to that question for now, we will look at this in later studies.
2. the Father of mercies (NIV: compassion) God did not have to redeem us from our sins and could have instead chosen to punish us for our sins. However, our God is rich in mercy. Instead of condemning us, out of love He sent His only Son to take the punishment in place for us (Eph 2:4).
· God offers mercies to us everyday and we experience this renewed mercy daily (Lam 3:22-23).
3. the God of all comfort
· God is our great comforter, as we will see Paul elaborate on throughout 2 Corinthians. It is ultimately in Him that all comfort is found (1 Cor 1:22).
Paul repeats a lot of the same words such as “comfort”, “suffering”, “affliction” in these next few verses - pay extra attention to these words, and whose comfort, suffering and affliction Paul is referring to each time.
verses 4-7. ...who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.
What are your general thoughts about this passage? 
Paul (and companion(s)) are in affliction, and they are comforted by God. The Corinthians are also suffering, and Paul (and companions) are able to share in their sufferings and comfort them because of the comfort God has given them. 
Paul describes his sufferings as sharing or partaking in Christ’s sufferings - namely that his sufferings are not for no reason but that he is suffering persecution for the sake of Christ. He states that benefits come out of experiencing these tribulations:
1. The first benefit is that in our sufferings, we are comforted.
Paraphrase from v5: For as they shared abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through 
Christ, Paul and Timothy were able to share abundantly in the comfort through Christ. 
What does it mean to share in Christ’s sufferings?
John 15:18-21: “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.” (also Matthew 5:11)
0. The second benefit is that we can comfort others.
Paraphrase from v6: So they can comfort the Corinthians by sharing with them the 
divine goodness and mercy of God. This is ultimately the unshaken hope of Paul (v7). 
God intended to grant us comfort in the midst of tribulation not only that we ourselves 
may benefit from His consolation but that others may also benefit.
The order in which these two benefits arise is explicitly stated in v4. Paul says that he comforts the Corinthians with the comfort with which they themselves are comforted by God. 
To recap, the flow chart is:
Paul faces tribulation → receives comfort from God → shares the comfort of God with other Christians who are suffering
Pay careful attention to how Paul describes His tribulations in these next few verses:
verses 8-10. For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 
What do you think about these verses? 
Paul emphasizes the magnitude of the tribulations that he and Timothy experienced, such that they felt like they were facing the point of death.
Although it isn’t explicitly stated what exactly these tribulations that they experienced in Asia: he could be referring to: the riot raised by Demetrius in Ephesus (Acts 19:24-41) or the fights with the beasts in Ephesus (1 Cor 15:32). In any case, Paul means to describe that their struggles have pressed us even to the point of despairing of life (v8).
What is God’s purpose in pushing Paul and Timothy to the point of despairing of life? v9: to teach them not to rely on themselves but on God. Ultimately this is for God’s glory.
The emphasis is not just on the fact that God has raised people from the dead but that God is all-powerful and able to do so (Ephesians 1:19-21).
verse 11. You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.
Taken from John Piper’s sermon: THE LINE OF PRAYER (think assembly line, except not really...) To read through this verse very carefully, we can extract a line of prayer about what happens after Paul initiates his prayer request:
1. Paul sends a request, asking for help from the Corinthians to pray to God on his behalf for deliverance and for his ministry.
2. The Corinthians pray on behalf of Paul to God.
3. God hears the prayers - Paul is freed and brought deliverance. God sends a response.
4. People see the response of God in aiding Paul through ministry despite his tremendous persecutions and adversity
5. The response of the people: increased thanksgiving and praise to the glory of God
6. (This stage of the Line of Prayer is not explicitly stated in the verse but is implied): Paul rejoices as more thanksgiving is given to God
How does this apply to us? The purpose of corporate prayer:
1. The stage is being set for more thanks to be given to God. When the prayer requests of a praying group are answered, more thanks are given to God than the answers to prayer requests of individuals. This increases the glory to God.
2. Why pray to God in groups and not just individually but for the same purpose? For example, if 10 people were praying individually for the same thing and the prayer request was answered, wouldn’t that result in the same amount of thanksgiving if the request is answered than if the 10 had prayed together?
    -Human nature: our gratitude is intensified when we see the joy and thanksgiving in the 
hearts of loved ones. This intensified gratitude and joy magnifies the glory that goes to 
God. We can all think of personal experiences when our joy feeds off of the gratitude of 
others...
To recap:
a group gathers together to pray → God answers their prayers → generates much thanksgiving to God → people rejoice in fellowship and their gratitude/joy is intensified → glory goes to God
Is the prayer of many more important/powerful than the prayer of one?
    → NO. Jesus said in Matthew 6:5-6 that the purpose of prayer is to have communion with 
God. He also exemplified this discipline in his life when he would often retreat to solitary 
places to pray to God (Matt 14:23, Mark 1:35, Mark 14:32-35). This is a vital part of our 
daily spiritual discipline, in order to establish a consistent personal relationship,
    → daily personal prayer is not to be confused nor substituted with corporate prayer, for 
both have their respective significance and purposes.
    → corporate prayer should not be compared with personal prayer in terms of 
effectiveness; they are both essential.  
Asking others to pray for you should not be (is not) putting your trust in them, but rather, it is asking them to trust God with you in bringing requests to Him.
Post-Study Thoughts
In these first 11 verses of 2 Corinthians, Paul writes about his sufferings. But while he is enduring these trials, he is also praying, and not only is he praying, but he is also asking the saints to pray for him as well. God has answered the prayers of many and Paul is delivered from these afflictions (v9-10). This deliverance leads to thanksgiving to God, which brings glory to God.
Take home message: 
Suffering → deliverance → thanksgiving
ALL OF THIS IS FOR GOD’S GLORY
The line of prayer sums up these verses.
Memory verse: James 1:2-4 (ESV)
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

